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1 . GERMAN FOREIGN MINISTRY AND CHANCELLERY OFFICIALS 
YESTERDAY EXPRESSED TO US THEIR DEEP CONCERN ABOUT THE 
CURRENT MOOD IN GERMAN-AMERICAN RELATIONS AS WELL AS 
THEIR DETERMINATION TO IMPROVE IT. A SENIOR EDITOR 
OFFERED HIS ASSISTANCE. 

2. KLAUS KINKEL, ONE OF FOREIGN MINISTER GENSCHER'S 
CLOSEST COLLABORATORS, YESTERDAY REITERATED TO THE 
POLITICAL COUNSELOR GENSCHER’S DEEP CONCERN ABOUT THE 
IMPACT OF RECENT ECONOMIC DISCUSSIONS ON GERMAN- 
AMERICAN RELATIONS AS A WHOLE. KINKEL SAID GENSCHER WAS 
EXTREMELY DISTURBED ABOUT THE TONE OF THE GERMAN 
PRESS COMMENTARY ON SECRETARY BLUMENTHAL'S VISIT. HE 
SAID THAT GENSCHER WAS NOT SURE WHERE THIS COMMENTARY 
WAS ORIGINATING BUT THAT HE WOULD DO SOME BACKGROUNDING 
OF HIS OWN TO COUNTER THE CURRENT IMPRESSION, AND 
WOULD ALSO VOICE HIS CONCERNS STRONGLY AT THE CABINET 
MEETING WITH SCHMIDT. 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 BONN 02946 01 OF 02 16121 1Z 


3. KINKEL ADDED THAT "DER SPIEGEL" WOULD BE COMING OUT 
THIS WEEKEND WITH A MAJOR STORY ON THE STATE OF US- 
GERMAN RELATIONS, AND THAT ONE COULD ONLY FEAR THAT 
"SPIEGEL’S" TRADITIONALLY SENSATIONALIST APPROACH WOULD 
FURTHER INFLAME THE ATMOSPHERE. HE SAID HE WAS MEETING 
WITH A "SPIEGEL" CORRESPONDENT THAT AFTERNOON AND WOULD 
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ATTEMPT STRONGLY TO COUNTER THE DISTORTIONS IN THE 
PRESS COVERAGE. 

4. DIETER LEISTER, SCHMIDT'S CHIEF OF CABINET, TOLD THE 
POLITICAL COUNSELOR THAT SCHMIDT HIMSELF WAS DEEPLY 
DISTURBED AT THE TURN EVENTS WERE TAKING. LEISTER SAID 
THAT THE CABINET (AT THE MEETING THAT KINKEL HAD 
MENTIONED EARLIER IN THE DAY) HAD DECIDED TO BEGIN 
BACKGROUNDING AND TO HAVE MINISTERS ISSUE 
STATEMENTS THAT WOULD COUNTER THE CURRENT PRESS 
COVERAGE AND BALANCE THE MOOD. LEISTER CITED 

PRESS SPOKESMAN BOF, LUNG'S REMARKS (REF C) AS AN 
EXAMPLE OF GERMAN EFFORTS. 

5. LEISTER SAID HE WAS AUTHORIZED TO TELL US "SEMI- 
OFFICIALLY" THAT THE CHANCELLOR WOULD BEND EVERY EFFORT 
TO PUT THESE ISSUES BACK INTO PROPER PERSPECTIVE, TO 
EMPHASIZE THAT THERE WAS NO MAJOR ISSUE AND THAT THE 
GERMAN-AMERICAN RELATIONSHIP WENT DEEPER THAN MATTERS 
OF ECONOMIC POLICY. 

6. THEO SOMMER, CHIEF EDITOR OF THE WEEKLY "DIE ZEIT," 
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WHO IS SIMILARLY CONCERNED, HAS SUGGESTED TO US THE 
NEED FOR MORE PROMINENT EXPOSURE OF THE US POSITION. HE 
HAS OFFERED TO GO TO WASHINGTON FOR AN INTERVIEW - 
EITHER ON THE RECORD OR ON BACKGROUND - WITH THE PRESI- 
DENT OR OTHER SENIOR US OFFICIALS IN ORDER TO GIVE US A 
FORUM TO PUT FORWARD OUR OWN VIEWS IN A BALANCED MANNER, 
AND TO HELP PUT ALL THESE ISSUES BACK INTO PROPER 
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PERSPECTIVE. 

7. COMMENT: THE EMBASSY STRONGLY RECOMMENDS THAT 
WASHINGTON ACCEPT SOMMER S OFFER. WE BELIEVE IT WOULD 
BE VERY MUCH IN THE US INTEREST TO PUT CURRENT ISSUES 
INTO THEIR PROPER CONTEXT AND TO REACH A BROAD 
RESPONSIBLE GERMAN AUDIENCE. AS WASHINGTON KNOWS, 
SOMMER IS ONE OF GERMANY'S MOST RESPECTED SENIOR 
JOURNALISTS. HE ALSO HAS IMMEDIATE ACCESS TO EVERY 
TOP OFFICIAL. 

8. IF WASHINGTON IS DISPOSED TO INVITE SOMMER TO 
WASHINGTON FOR THIS PURPOSE. THE EMBASSY WOULD BE 
HAPPY TO SUBMIT SUGGESTIONS FOR THEMES THAT MIGHT BE 
MOST EFFECTIVE HERE. 

MEEHAN 
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